bought to you by

r

WROPD

- ‘e

1TE AO

Where Science

WHO WE ARE

Te Ropa Awhina (Awhina) is Victoria University of Wellington’s
on campus support whanau for Maori and Pasifika students
undertaking studies in the Faculties of Science, Engineering,
Architecture and Design (SEAD).

This year Awhina has partnered with the Society
of Maori Astronomy Research and Traditions
(SMART) to introduce a combination of the
sciences and matauranga Maori to iwi and
community groups, schools, kura kaupapa
and to whanau, using education and
technology to inspire Maori and Pasifika
youth into career pathways.

AIM OF TUHONO I TE AO - CONNECTING
THE WORLDS

Tahono i te Ao - Connecting the Worlds
aims to provide an engaging platform that will
excite and inspire Maori and Pasifika youth and
communities into science, technology, engineering,
architecture and design using matauranga Maori (Maori
Knowledge), and Astronomy as a focal point.

TARGET AUDIENCE

Our main target audience for our
outreach is Maori and Pasifika youth

between the ages of 11 to 18 with
a particular focus on 11-14 year
olds. However, it is anticipated
that there will be interest from

the wider Maori and Pasifika

community as well.

FUTURE ENGAGEMENT

An important part to this project
is establishing relationships within
different community groups, schools
and organisations and maintaining these
relationships for future engagement and
collaboration.

Awhina and SMART have developed
alearning engagement model that
allows for user interaction through an
online teaching and learning platform
(Open Blackboard) which is utilised
by Victoria University’s self-learning
environment.
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The Open Blackboard platform will allow secure and monitored access to
video, audio, discussion forums and document resources with all content
coming from architecture, design and STEM fields of study and practise.
The idea is to create a portal that allows the user to access the
resources to be used as academic learning tools and more importantly
to create a fun place where our youth can discover new and creative
ways to become involved in architecture, design and STEM

related topics to inspire and generate confidence to

undertake tertiary studies in science, engineering,

architecture and design.

The discussion forum area will allow for

users to engage with Victoria University’s

academic staff and students and

industry professionals using text style

communication with real time video link

discussions.

Open Blackboard will be supported by

a dedicated website which will host all

communication updates and marketing

material.

Website and Blackboard coming soon.

The name of our outreach
programme is

Tuahono i te Ao

Connecting the Worlds
Where Science meets Pacific
Culture

EXPO DATES CONTACT US
Main Office

Te Ropu Awhina
Room 133
Level One
Cotton Building
Kelburn Parade

DATES PLACE
September 6-8  Auckland
September 23-30* Waikato
November 8-10  Wellington
November 14-15* Christchurch
November 28-29* Northland

Victoria University of Wellington

Wellington
T: +64 4 463 5987

* Dates and regions to be confirmed

teropuawhina@vuw.ac.nz
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